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tolerable situation was produced, at all events for the period
of the building up of the army. No attention was paid, however,
to the facts that the nation was slowly but inescapably being
revolutionized, its past elements of public order were being
disbanded, and the army itself was being revolutionized from
within. In the years following the introduction of universal
compulsory military service the victory of the revolution over
tradition, though almost invisible, steadily became fact, a fact
of decisive and vital importance for the nation. With its
growing importance as a military instrument, the army
steadily lost its decisive political influence. Its incorporation
in the "dynamic" revolution proceeded silently but unceasingly.

THE NATIONAL TASK  OF THE  ARMY LEADERS
No one can yet say whether this means that the National
Socialist dictatorship has finally imposed its destructive regime
on the army. For the present the settlement of the conflict of
January 1938 means that the party has gained time. But does
it also mean that the army has gained time? It must be feared
that it does not. The only power that exists in revolutionary
times is that of a reliable organization that can be called
instantly into action at any time. The Reichswehr was an
organization of this type firmly in the hands of its leaders, but
it was without an adequate special service arm. This should
have been provided in 1934, but was not. It is no longer
possible to see how the omission can now be made good. It
is impossible to improvise special revolutionary or counter-
revolutionary units under the eyes of the ruling power in the
midst of a state of crisis. The omission is inexplicable, especially
in view of the breaking of the army's monopoly of armed force
by the formation of the S.S., the party's "Black Guards." This
force itself has the manifest function of serving at all times as a